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Subject : Providing Security to Journalists and Ensuring Justice in the Sagar-Runi Murder Case.

Respected Sir,

We wish to bring to your kind notice that Euro Bangla Press Club — the largest organization
of Bengalilanguage journalists abroad — is gravely concerned by the disclosure made during a
discussion meeting held by the Editors’ Council in Dhaka on World Press Freedom Day 2025,
in the presence of editors, media workers, and political leaders. According to their disclosure,
266 journalists have been made suspects in homicide cases — which is profoundly alarming.

While we agree that any journalist involved in unlawful activity should be held accountable
under the law, we strongly demand exemption for journalists who have been falsely implicated
due to their expression of opinion or related to a vendetta. Otherwise, free journalism will face
significant obstruction. Furthermore, the United Nations has repeatedly raised its concern
over the delay in delivering justice in the Sagar-Runi murder case and filing the charge sheet.

We believe it is high time to arrest and bring the killers of Sagar and Runi to justice. We have
noticed that many journalists, both within the country and abroad, have been dismissed from
their jobs. This practice must be abolished — journalists should not lose their employment due
to differences in opinion or unless they are involved in crimes.

We demand the implementation of policy measures to reinstate their employment and to
include diaspora journalists in a database, ensuring their salaries and allowances. This will
enable media owners to pay their journalists’ salaries and allowances as per policy.

In 2021, Euro Bangla Press Club held a human chain to protest the harassment of Prothom
Alo’s senior reporter Rozina Islam. Euro Bangla Press Club always stands firm in protecting
journalists’ rights and addressing the demands of diaspora journalists.

Therefore, we kindly appeal for your intervention in identifying and arresting the killers of
Sagar and Runi, dropping unfounded charges against innocent journalists, and ensuring the
safety of journalists.

We trust you will take the necessary measures in view of the above.

Yours sincerely,

Sd./Illegible

(Mohammad Taizul Islam)
Central President

Mobile: +351920374055

Email: Mohammedtaizul211@gmail.com
Email: eurobanglapressclub01@gmail.com
Website: eurobanglapressclub.com
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CHIEF GUEST'S SPEECH

“Dear journalist friends, esteemed guests, and distinguished audience,
Assalamu Alaikum. I feel honored to be present at this important
discussion event. The initiative taken by Euro Bangla Press Club
France—to demand protection for journalists and justice for the brutal
murder of Sagar and Runi—is truly commendable.

Today’s event is not just a discussion—it is a call to our collective
conscience.

We are aware of both the power and the potential of the media, as well
as the risks, pressure, and uncertainty it often carries. Journalism is a
noble profession—yet tragically, it has become one of the most dangerous occupations today.

The brutal murder of talented young journalists like Sagar and Runi has painfully reminded us that
we have yet to build a state and society where a journalist can freely and safely speak the truth.

My question is—why should a journalist have to give their life for telling the truth? Why should
they be forced to withhold information due to political or government pressure?

Let me state clearly—freedom of journalists is a guarantee of democracy. To ensure that
freedom, journalists must be kept above all political and governmental influence. The state,
the government, and all related authorities must understand that journalists are not enemies;
they are partners in the development of the nation and society.

False cases, threats, or attempts to pressure journalists must end. A separate 'Journalist
Protection Law' must be enacted to safeguard their rights. Ensuring their freedom and safety
is the demand of the time.

Furthermore, any harassment or oppression against journalists must be followed by swift
justice and appropriate remedies.

On behalf of myself and Shah Group, I express my support for these demands and this
movement. We want a free, transparent, and courageous journalism—journalism that
transforms society and awakens the people.

* Journalists inside the country and abroad are facing constant threats, abuse, and even
murder. This is a matter of grave concern for democracy and human rights.

* The gruesome murder of a talented journalist like Sagar-Runi remains without justice, and
it shakes our collective conscience. We demand a swift and transparent trial for this
murder, and simultaneously, we call for the creation of a safe environment where
journalists can speak the truth without fear.

* All of us must work unitedly, free from political or institutional influence, to ensure
journalists’ protection. The killers of Sagar-Runi must be brought to justice, and the state
must guarantee journalists’ safety.

Finally, we seek the support of international organizations working for the protection of
journalists, so they may play a vital role in safeguarding Bengali-speaking journalists
worldwide.

Thank you all.

Sattar Ali Suman - Shah Alam
Media Personality, Chairman of Shah Group
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Protection of Journalists : The Current Context

In recent months, Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has compiled a
list of legal cases filed against journalists. At least 266 journalists have
been implicated in various lawsuits.

At a discussion organized in Dhaka on World Press Freedom Day
2025 by the Editors’ Council, national newspaper editors, media
professionals, national leaders, and political figures disclosed that 266
journalists have been made accused in murder cases — a deeply
regrettable development.

The Euro Bangla Press Club, aligning with the concerns expressed by
the event's participants, believes that if a journalist is genuinely involved in wrongdoing, they
should be brought under the law and face due legal proceedings. However, if journalists are
implicated in murder cases simply for expressing independent opinions or due to personal
vendettas, they should be exempted from such charges.

Otherwise, free and independent journalism will be under serious threat.

Meanwhile, the United Nations has expressed concern over the lack of justice and repeated
delays in filing a chargesheet in the Sagar-Runi murder case. We believe the time is now to
arrest the killers of Sagar and Runi and bring them to justice.

We have also observed that many Bangla-speaking journalists inside and outside the country
have lost their jobs. We must move beyond this harmful culture. A journalist should not be
dismissed solely for holding differing political beliefs, provided they are not involved in any
criminal activity.

Appropriate steps must be taken to reinstate wrongfully terminated journalists, and a national
database for expatriate journalists should be created. Policies must ensure that salaries and
benefits are paid, compelling media owners to comply with financial responsibilities.

In 2021, Euro Bangla Press Club organized a human chain in protest of the harassment faced
by Rozina Islam, a senior reporter at Prothom Alo. The organization continues to play a vocal
role in defending journalists’ rights and standing for the demands of Bangladeshi expatriates.

Our Demands to Policymakers to Ensure Journalists' Safety and Freedom

1. Enact an independent and effective “Journalist Protection Law” to guarantee their safety
and professional freedom.

2. Ensure immediate investigation and justice for any threats, attacks, harassment, or
persecution of journalists.

3. Conduct fair investigations into all journalist murders — including Sagar-Runi — and
ensure exemplary punishment for those responsible.

4. Stop political or governmental interference in journalistic reporting.

5. Enact a policy to prevent arrest without investigation in false or harassing cases against
journalists.
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6. Ensure the safety of journalists in rural and expatriate areas, not just in major cities.
7. Do not enact any law that infringes on journalists’ freedom of expression.

On May 4, 2025, during the World Press Freedom Day event at the National Press Club,
Mahfuz Anam, President of the Editors’ Council and Editor of The Daily Star, expressed
concern over the 266 journalists sued in murder or violence-related cases. He said such
mass-scale attacks through lawsuits are a direct threat to independent journalism and deeply
alarming.

Mentioning that 13 journalists are currently imprisoned, he stated :

“If they have committed crimes, they should face trial. But today, they’ve been in prison for
seven to eight months without bail, and no legal proceedings are taking place. That’s not
justice.”

Matiur Rahman Chowdhury, Editor of Manabzamin, added:

“We are observing World Press Freedom Day in a country where journalists lose their jobs for
asking questions. That’s truly shocking.”

Conclusion

We believe that all Bangla-speaking journalists, both inside Bangladesh and abroad, must be
guaranteed equal rights. The government must proactively take necessary steps to protect
their human rights.

Author : Mohammed Taizul Islam (Taizul Fayez)
President, Euro Bangla Press Club

Mo. +351920374055

Email: Mohammedtaizul211@gmail.com

Website: www.eurobanglapressclub.com
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